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Introduction
Calicovesicostomy for a horseshoe kidney and giant hydronephrosis has been described (1, 2) . This procedure offers an alternative to pyeloplasty or pyelovesicostomy in cases of uretero-pelvic junction obstruction. The major issue is to provide drainage for long term preservation of renal function. This is particularly pertinent in patients with poorly functioning kidneys. Here we report a case of congenitally absent left kidney and ectopic right kidney with ureteropelvic junction obstruction salvaged with calicovesicostomy.
Case report
A 15 year old female was admitted with pain and lump in the right lower abdomen for a period of 7 months.
Pain was recurrent, acute onset, sharp and non-radiating and was relieved by analgesia. On abdominal examination, there was a mildly tender cystic mass in the supra- A solitary dysmorphic ectopic kidney is an uncommon congenital abnormality. This anomaly may be associated with ureteropelvic junction obstruction causing hydronephrosis and parenchymal thinning. We report such a case with non-dependent posteriorly placed pelvis in a pelvic kidney and its management. The perioperative results were satisfactory. This seems to be the first such case report of a calicovesicostomy used as a salvage procedure for an ectopic solitary kidney. A drawback of this operation could be the possible detrimental effect of vesicocalyceal reflux upon renal function. In an experimental study using a canine model, it was possible to preserve excellent renal function for a year following vesicopyelostomy (9,10). Similarly, these patients could develop renal back-pressure effects early if bladder outlet obstruction occurs at a later date, which may occur more commonly in males than females. Thus, these patients require a close life-long follow-up towards appropriate and timely intervention whenever a threat to renal function is detected.
Thus, calicovesicostomy to manage UPJ obstruction in a solitary pelvic kidney associated with gross hydronephrosis and parenchymal thinning is technically easier and was associated with satisfactory clinical outcomes.
After thorough medline search, this seems to be the first such case reported.
